RootsMagic

Magic Guide

Importing a GEDCOM File

This Magic Guide covers:

A. What is a GEDCOM file
B. How to Import a GEDCOM file

A. What is a GEDCOM

We: highly recommend,
importing GEDCOM
files into- a SEPARATE,
NEw, file first.
Importing them
alérectly into- your
have unforeseen
Consequences.

GEDCOM is an acronym for GEnealogical Data COMmunications. It was developed by
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to allow the exchange of genealogical
data between genealogy software programs and websites. The entire database, or just
parts of it, can be shared. A GEDCOM file from other programs will IMPORT into

RootsMagic-

B. How to Import a GEDCOM File

1. Open RootsMagic.

2. If afile is already opened, importing

Lo RootsMagic 7
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[—‘J Open...

Edit Lists Add View
Ctrl+N

Ctrl+O

New...

Open Recent

Search for Files...

a GEDCOM will add records to your

Close

current database. Checking the quality
of the GEDCOM first is a better option;
click “File” and choose “Close”.

3. If no database is currently open
importing a GEDCOM will automatically
create a new RootsMagic database for
you.

4, Click on “File” menu and choose >
“Import”.
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Rename...
Delete...

Copy...
Database tools...
Compare files...

Import lists...

Print a Report... Ctrl+P

Print Setup...

!mporf...

Search Reports Tools Intern
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Export...

FamilySearch Central...
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5. On the “Import File” window, select the option, “GEDCOM (Other programs)”.

: Import File >

[ . Import File from Another Program

Which genealogy program does the file come from?

@ RootsMagic (version 1-3)

() Family Origins (version 4 and later)

() Family Tree Maker (2006 and earlier)

() Legacy

(7) PAF (Personal Ancestral File)

) TMG (The Master Genealogist)
I ) GEDCOM (Other programs) I 6.

ll Search for files il[ 1 know where thefile is M Cancel J

( \‘r ) See details

7. If you clicked, “I know where the file is”, this window will open.

6. If you do not know
where the file is, click
“Search for files”.

RootsMagic will look for
all of your .ged files.
Choose the file you want
from the list.

If you know where the file
is stored on your
computer, click “I know
where the file is”.

8. Maneuver to where the file is stored. The file name will end with .ged.

. Gd Open =
In this e : 7‘
example, the OU oS » | 43 || Search Desktop L
f||e |S on the Organize v New folder = v [l @
desktop. You ¢ Favorites o Name Size ftem type Dats
will need to || Magic Briefcase 4 Libraries
. =] Recent Places A Cina
find the folder %3 Dropbox 8 Computer
where your file & Downloads G Network
iS StOI’ed & Recycle Bin - Shortcut 28 Downloads 2KB Shortcut 10/1]
) Ml Desktop I |#] File_Name.ged 4313 KB GED File 6/30
Click / o . /
4 Libraries
“DeS ktOp ”or [ Documents /]
the folder 'J?‘ :f”:“
. [e=| Pictures
where your file B Videos
is stored. Files
in that folder
will appear in A e e RecovRi @) i
the right panel s My Passport (F)
[ prBACK 001 () ‘
bl N m | )
f9| CIICk on the File name: File_Name.ged v [GEDCOM (*.ged) vl
e I Open H { Cancel l
10. Click “Open”
to open the file.
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11. Enter the file name you want to give this file. The nhame can match the GEDCOM file name
or be completely different. Do NOT give it the same name as any other RootsMagic
database on your|computer.

L) New File \

PFEY

New file name

Options for this file

Date format

Create a new RootsMagic file
Create a new RootsMgic file to hold the imported data

110 Jan 1959

’)

Number to display after name

None

Record number
Reference number (REFN)

FamilySearch ID

v

<

C:\Users\Cina\Documents\ROOTSMAGIC\

—
["| Display surnames uppercase
[]LDS support

["] FamilySearch Family Tree support
[¥] Enable WebHints

\_ [[Match to FamilySearch when hints found

| Cancel |

12. Under “Options for this file” you can select the “Date format”, “Number to display after
name”, and several other options. These options can be modified after the file is created by

going to Tools > File Options.

13. Click “OK” when done.

GEDCOM Import

GEDCOM Import

Add a new source to tell where information in this GEDCOM came from?

[NO - Do not add an additional source to imported data

N/

Name of person you received this GEDCOM file from

Address (or email address) of person you received the file from \

oK

Cancel

14. You can leave this
window “as is” or change
the option and fill in the
blanks as desired.

NOTE: If you received
the GEDCOM from another

researcher you may find it
helpful to document where
the information came from.
The drop down list will allow
you to attach the
researcher’'s name, address
or email as a source to
every person or event
imported into the database.

15. Click “OK” to finish creating a RootsMagic database from the GEDCOM file.
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